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Survey and analysis on characteristics of religious belief for cancer patients and its influence on their psychology and quality
of life// Peng Ling' , Zheng Xuanqing’ , Cai Fuman®// 1. The Third Affiliated Hospital of Wenzhou Medical University, Rui’
an Wenzhou 325200. China; 2. The Second Affiliated Hospital of Wenzhou Medical University. Wenzhou Zhejiang 325000,
China; 3. Nursing school of Wenzhou Medical University, Wenzhou Zhejiang 325035, China

Abstract: Objective To analyze the characteristics of religious belief for cancer patients and its influence on their psy-
chology and quality of life. Method Choose 181 cancer inpatients from tumor wards of a third grade class A general hospi-
tal. Investigate and evaluate them by self—designed questionnaire, Hamilton Depression Scale (HAMD) rating by observers
and life quality questionnaire. Result 56.91% cancer patients have religious belief, among which 53. 40% have more than
10 years’ belief time. 50. 48% of patients with religious belief take part in religious activities less than once in half a year.
20.39% start to have religious belief because of the disease. There is no significant difference on depression and anxiety be-
tween patients with or without religious belief (P>>0. 05). There is significant difference on general quality of life and symp-
toms between patients with or without religious belief (P<C0. 01). But there is no significant difference on body function,
role function, emotional function, cognitive function and social function between two groups of patients (P >0, 05).
Conclusion There is a high rate of religious belief for cancer patients. Religious belief has no influence on psychology, body
function, role function, emotional function, cognitive function and social function, but has influence on their quality of life
and symptoms.
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