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Abstract: Objective To study the critical thinking ability and its changes for nursing students of college in different in-
ternship stages. Method Assess 180 college nursing students on critical thinking ability by Chinese version of the Critical
Thinking Disposition Inventory (CTDI—CV). Make comparative analysis on critical thinking ability for nursing students of
college in different internship stages. Result The total scores on critical thinking ability for nursing students of college be-
fore internship, during internship and after internship are (266. 15+18. 38), (279. 92424. 94) and (279. 17428. 48). Score
on 7 dimensions before internship is 35~41, in which only dimension of thirst for knowledge shows positive characteristics
(>>40). Score on 5 dimensions of open mind, analysis ability, systematization ability, thirst for knowledge and cognitive
maturity and the total score during internship are all improved than the scores before internship, but their confidence is
weak. Nursing students’ confidence on critical thinking ability improves after internship, but their cognitive maturity decrea-
ses compare to their mid—stage of internship. Conclusion Critical thinking ability for nursing students of college in differ-
ent internship stages is in medium level. Nursing students’ critical thinking ability is increasing, tendency on secking the
truth is not obvious and their cognitive maturity is not stable.

Key words: nursing; intern; critical thinking; analysis
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