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Abstract: Objective To study the development trend of domestic and foreign research on symptom clusters of chronic
kidney disease to provide reference for further clinical nursing study. Method Search related articles on symptom clusters of
chronic kidney disease published on PubMed, Web of Science, EBSCO, The Cochrane Library, CNKI, Wandang Data and
CBM from Jan. 2001 to Dec. 2020. Make bibliometric analysis on external characteristics and content of articles.
Result Totally 32 articles are included, in which 18 articles are cross-sectional studies, 3 articles are longitudinal studies,
2 articles are cohort studies, 2 articles are intervention studies, 2 articles are on scale development and cross-cultural debug-
ging, 1 article is qualitative study and 4 articles are reviews. The earliest article is published in 2007. The articles included
vary in design, sample feature, assessment tool and analysis method, but the results are almost the same. Neuromuscular/
pain symptom clusters, gastrointestinal symptom clusters, uremia symptom clusters and skin symptom clusters are com-
monly seen in patients with chronic kidney disease. Conclusion Current domestic and foreign research on symptom clusters
of chronic kidney disease is in early stage and the results are not stable. Symptom clusters of chronic kidney disease needs
further research on assessment tool and mechanism and study on its corresponding management strategies.
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